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Valley and through the Leigh Woods beautiful even in winter.
Adelaide was obliged to stay at home with a cold. It was a bright
frosty day and we had a merry happy walk, Jessie in fits of laughter
at the story of my visit .to the young ladies* school in Great George St.
when the Lady Principal was horrified to discover that I was not
as she had thought 'quite an old gentleman'. Reached home at
7 o'clock in time for the night school, bringing our children a cocoa
nut to their great delight.

Saturday, 12 December

There is a beauty in the trees peculiar to winter, when their fair
ielicate
against the

drooping. The crossing and interlacing i
boughs and tender twigs make an exquisitely fine network which
has something of the severe beauty of sculpture, while the tree in
summer in its full pride and splendour and colour of foliage repre-
sents the loveliness of painting. The deciduous trees which seem
to me most graceful and elegant in winter are the birches, limes,
beeches.

Monday, 14 December

This evening at 5 o'clock I took 21 of our schoolchildren into
Chippenham to the Temperance Hall to see a Panorama of the
African travels of Dr. Livingstone. One of the most favourite
pictures with the children was the Funeral of Dr. Livingstone in
Westminster Abbey. The Abbey was first shown empty. Then by
a slight dioramic effect or dissolving view the open space in the Nave
gradually melted into the forms of the funeral party, Dean Stanley
reading the service and the mourners grouped round the flower
wreath-covered coffin.
Thursday, 17 December

This morning after long suspense and waiting we were thankful
to receive the happy news that dear Thersie was safely confined of a
fine boy at Monnington Rectory at 10 p.m. Tuesday, i5th Decem-
ber. Thank God for this and all His mercies.
Tuesday, 22 December

Mrs. John Knight tells me that the Malmesbury people are com-
monly called 'Jackdaws', to their intense disgust. It is a common
saying among folks going to Malmesbury, 'Let us go and see the